CHAPTER 10

CIIE as a Public Platform for Promoting
Global Cooperation on Opening-Up

The CIIE leverages China’s vast market advantages and serves as a vital platform for inter-
national procurement, investment promotion, people-to-people exchanges, and openness and
cooperation. Since its inception, CIIE has significantly contributed to the establishment of a
new development pattern and advancing global economic growth.

Over its six successful editions, CIIE has built a broad network of partnerships, alleviat-
ing development challenges, strengthening collaboration, promoting innovation, and sharing
benefits through openness, thus showcasing its attributes as an international public good, truly
benefiting the world through this exhibition. The concurrently held Honggiao International
Economic Forum (Honggiao Forum) provides an authoritative platform for diverse stakehold-
ers to collaboratively explore solutions to global openness challenges. CIIE and the Honggqiao
Forum complement each other and have established themselves as crucial links between China
and the world in market connectivity, industrial integration, cultural exchange, and ideological

dialogue.

I. CIIE Promotes Global Cooperation on Opening-Up

For six consecutive years, CIIE has transformed exhibits into commodities and exhibitors into
investors, fostering the exchange of ideas and innovation while bridging China and the world.
CIIE has fully showcased its impact through trade, spillover, outreach, and demonstration effects.
The role of its four major platforms—international procurement, investment promotion, cultural
exchange, and open cooperation—has become increasingly prominent, making the CIIE an

international public good shared globally.
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1. Facilitating global trade for significant outcomes

Joint efforts have been made to drive both supply and demand sides. On the supply side, the
exhibition area has expanded from 270,000 square meters in the first edition to 367,000 square
meters in the sixth edition, showcasing around 2,500 new products, technologies, and services.
Notably, over 440 of these were global, Asian, or Chinese premieres. On the demand side, trade
delegations conducted a series of efficient and practical activities to expand procurement. The
Shenzhen delegation provided extensive international import-export services for businesses,
with nearly 1,800 companies participating, a 28.6 percent year-on-year increase. The Beijing
delegation organized matchmaking sessions between buyers and exhibitors, leading to 115 in-
tended orders from buyers across 24 countries and regions. The Shanghai Procurement and Co-
operation delegation provided services to more than 100 chambers of commerce, achieving an
intended procurement volume of RMB 618 million. As preparations for the seventh CIIE were
underway, the CIIE Bureau organized roadshows in cities such as Yangzhou and Wenzhou to
optimize services and enhance the experience for global businesses, and streamline procurement
channels for global enterprises.

Optimizing international procurement network. CIIE opens up a vast domestic market
to the world, tapping into China’s 1.4 billion population, a middle-income group of 400 million
and 163 million market participants. By leveraging the advantages of China’s vast market, the
CIIE attracts global resources and elements, continuously strengthening the material foundation
for global development. CIIE’s cumulative intended transaction amount has risen from $57.83
billion in its first edition to $78.41 billion in the sixth, totaling over $420 billion across the first
six editions. This event has successfully facilitated precise matching in the global procurement
market, allowing multiple suppliers to negotiate with various distributors and select high-qual-
ity products online. The CIIE’s online “Supply and Procurement Hall” offers functions such
as “Information Release,” “Trade Matching,” “Event Matching,” and “Itinerary Arrangement.”
These functions enable enterprises to access supply and demand information, achieve intelligent
supply-demand matching, and schedule online meetings, thereby facilitating efficient commu-
nication and cooperation. The CIIE’s positioning as an international public good—"“buying

globally, selling globally, and benefiting globally”—is increasingly reinforced.

2. Enhancing investment cooperation to facilitating positive spillover effects

Announcing significant measures for openness. The CIIE has become a crucial platform for
showcasing China’s investment promotion policies. Since the inaugural CIIE, a series of signifi-
cant measures have been announced, including the Foreign Investment Law, reducing the nega-
tive list for foreign investment access, the revision and expansion of the Catalog of Industries for
Encouraging Foreign Investment, and further ease of market access. These major initiatives have
been gradually implemented, resulting in a more optimized environment for foreign investment.
The fifth CIIE introduced a special 6,000-square-meter section titled “Transforming Exhibitors



CIIE as a Public Platform for Promoting Global Cooperation on Opening-Up | 129

into Investors” to celebrate its fifth anniversary. In the sixth CIIE, the inaugural “Invest in China
Year” was launched, featuring investment promotion activities focused on the free trade zone
(FTZ), as well as a roundtable for foreign enterprises. These initiatives showcased best practice
cases of successful foreign investments, enhancing the confidence of global investors in investing
in China.

Building a reciprocal cooperation platform. Over the past six years, the CIIE has emerged
as a dynamic international cooperation platform, truly realizing the goals of “working together
to make the pie of the global market even bigger, strengthening the mechanisms for sharing
benefits globally, and exploring new ways of international cooperation.” It has become an im-
portant choice for global enterprises seeking long-term partners. The sixth CIIE saw partici-
pation from 154 countries, regions, and international organizations, with over 3,400 exhibitors
and nearly 420,000 registered professional visitors, including around 300 Fortune Global 500
and industry-leading companies. The CIIE’s network continues to expand, enhancing its role
as a hub for promoting global industrial and technological exchanges, facilitating the flow and
reorganization of market factors, driving the clustering and optimization of supply chains, and

maintaining stable regional economic growth (see box 10.1).

Box 10.1 CIIE held a series of local investment promotion events

CIIE Goes to Chonggqing. In April 2024, the CIIE hosted the trade and investment promotion
event in Chongqing, attracting a total of 117 companies and institutions, including Metro, Samsung,
JBS, Panasonic, Bayer, the Korea Small and Medium Enterprises Agency, the Association of German
Chambers of Commerce, and the Australian Trade and Investment Commission. The event attracted
188 guests, including 81 representatives from Fortune 500 firms or industry leaders.

In addition to the trade and investment promotion conference and specialized industry match-
making sessions, the event featured roundtables for foreign enterprises, collective meetings, and
on-site visits. These activities effectively strengthened communication and cooperation between
Chongqing and Fortune 500 companies, multinational corporations, and renowned business asso-
ciations, significantly enhancing the level of openness. As a result, several well-known multinational
companies expressed their desire to expand investment in Chonggqing, while local enterprises estab-
lished multiple cooperation intentions and found partners during the event.

CIIE Goes to Guangxi. In July 2024, the CIIE hosted the trade and investment promotion
event in Nanning, Guangxi, inviting 110 foreign businesses and investment promotion agencies to
participate online and oft-line, including over 70 Fortune 500 and industry-leading companies.

The activities focused on sectors such as electronic information, green chemicals and new ma-
terials, automotive and equipment manufacturing, biomedicine and medical devices, as well as food
processing and light textiles. Entrepreneur representatives highlighted Guangxi’s unique geographic
advantages and significant development potential, noting the event deepened their understanding
and communication with Guangxi, further enhanced resource matching and cooperation, and con-

tributed to high-quality development in Guangxi while achieving their own growth.
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3. Gathering innovation resources for Significant radiating effects

Bring together industrial innovation factors. The CIIE leverages China’s global leadership in
manufacturing and consumption to promote the free flow and efficient allocation of innovative
resources worldwide. Committed to the principle of “comprehensive exhibition and special-
ized management,” the CIIE effectively integrates and optimizes global industrial innovation
resources. The exhibition covers both goods trade and service trade, balancing production and
consumption. It not only highlights the products, technologies, and services needed by the Chi-
nese market but also attracts high-quality international resources eager to enter China, creating
a comprehensive and in-depth space for display and exchange that serves as a strong driving

force for industrial upgrading and technological innovation (see box 10.2).

Box 10.2 Specialized exhibition areas of leading innovation ecosystems

* Service trade exhibition area drives digital and GX. The sixth CIIE’s service trade exhibition
area includes both productive and life services. Productive services encompass financial services,
consulting, logistics, supply chain management, and comprehensive services, while life services
cover cultural services, tourism, education, entertainment, and licensing. This area addresses the
entire life cycle of commercial activities by integrating business flow, logistics, information flow,
and capital flow. It features dedicated sections for financial services, consulting, trade platforms,
shipping logistics, and cultural tourism. Focusing on new technologies related to green carbon
reduction, supply chain stability, and the digital future, it aims to drive digital transformation
across industries. Additionally, it provides intellectual support and client conversion opportu-
nities for the five main physical exhibition areas, continuously empowering the real economy
through the exhibitor alliance.

* Medical devices and healthcare exhibition area showcases cutting-edge achievements. The
sixth CIIE’s medical devices and healthcare area prioritizes the theme “Health: Sharing a Better
Life,” focusing on building a healthy China. This area highlights the latest trends and pressing
issues in the global healthcare sector, presenting international innovations in medical products,
advanced technologies, and related services. Exhibits cover a wide range of fields, including
pharmaceuticals, medical devices, nutritional health foods, medical beauty, medical tourism,
medical technology, medical services, and healthcare. Two special sections are dedicated to el-
derly care and public health prevention and control. The exhibition brings together the world’s
top ten medical device companies and ten Fortune 500 pharmaceutical firms, with new product
releases spanning four main themes: medical devices, pharmaceuticals, health products, and

elderly care.

Introducing future industry carriers. The CIIE features multiple exhibition areas that pro-
vide exhibitors with a platform to showcase cutting-edge technologies and products. Numerous

innovative products and technologies representing future industries—such as smart manufac-
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turing, green energy, biotechnology, and new materials—make their debut at the expo. This
offers participating companies valuable opportunities to learn from and draw inspiration from
one another, fostering deep integration and collaborative innovation between domestic and in-
ternational industries. Such efforts create a conducive international environment for developing
new quality productive forces and advancing the future of industry (see box 10.3).

Box 10.3 Specialized exhibition areas attracting new dynamics for future industries

Technology and equipment exhibition area showcasing future technologies. The technology and
equipment exhibition area at the sixth CIIE highlighted high-end equipment and cutting-edge
technologies, covering nearly 70,000 square meters and attracting 377 companies from 40 countries
and regions, including 77 Fortune 500 firms and industry leaders. The area featured four key sections:
low-carbon and environmental technologies, digital industrial automation, integrated circuits,and Al,
along with other categories such as metal cutting, engineering and agricultural machinery, industrial
finished products, and optical printing. This comprehensive showcase provided a high-end platform
for global manufacturing to display and exchange ideas.

Innovation incubation zone nurturing innovative capabilities. The sixth CIIE’s innovation
incubation zone, themed “Global Innovation, Co-creating the Future,” featured projects from the au-
tomotive, equipment manufacturing, consumer goods, and medical sectors, showcasing 300 projects
from 36 countries and regions. This zone exclusively accepted applications from unlisted, growth-ori-
ented, and innovative companies in the seed, startup, or growth stages, offering discounted exhibition
rates to support their development needs. The zone not only provided a platform for startups to
display their products and network, but also offered venture capital firms and media opportunities to
discover and invest in innovative projects. Through this platform, numerous innovative technologies
and products were showcased and promoted in the Chinese market, fostering global cooperation and

development in technological innovation.

4. Promoting people-to-people bond and highlighting demonstration effects

Showcasing China’s rich traditional culture. The CIIE has continuously improved its efforts
to promote China’s outstanding traditional culture. From establishing the CIIE Cultural Exhi-
bition Center in its first year to setting up the National Exhibition Cultural Creative Pavilion
in the second, the event has featured 75 cultural public performances, showcased 239 intangible
cultural heritage projects, and highlighted 275 time-honored brands during its fifth edition. It
has also developed various cultural creative products. The total display area for cultural exchange
activities increased to 32,000 square meters in the sixth edition, with the number of participating
provinces and exhibition booths reaching new highs. The China Pavilion expanded to 2,500

square meters, fully showcasing the charm and vitality of Chinese culture.
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Introducing international artistic treasures. The sixth CIIE’s section on cultural relics and
artworks featured the largest scale in its history, with 18 overseas exhibitors from countries and
regions including the UK, the USA, Singapore, and Hong Kong SAR, China. This edition
featured top international institutions and auction houses specializing in cultural relics and
artworks. Covering over 3,000 square meters, the exhibition showcased 131 items, of which 57
were cultural relics. The CIIE highlights the diversity of human civilization, reflecting mutual
respect, shared learning, and harmonious coexistence among nations, thereby fostering a more
powerful collective cultural force that propels the world toward a brighter future.

II. Hongqiao Forum Delivers Strong Messages for Global
Cooperation on Opening-Up

'The Honggiao Forum, held concurrently with the CIIE, focuses on key topics such as glob-
al openness and governance. Its goal is to facilitate exchanges, build consensus, and enhance
the function of international public goods. The forum’s agenda is globally relevant and for-
ward-looking, addressing not just trade and economic issues but also the core challenges to
global prosperity and development. Since its sixth edition, the forum has structured its themes
around four parallel sessions: “Opening Up for Development,” “Cooperation on Opening Up,”
“Innovation by Opening,” and “Opening Up for Sharing.” These sessions invite participation
from governments, businesses, academia, and research institutions worldwide to discuss strate-

gies for openness and collaboration.

1. Opening up for development: Exploring paths to economic recovery

The sixth Honggiao Forum centered on the theme of economic recovery, actively addressing
international concerns regarding development. The forum emphasized green investment and
trade to promote global ecological civilization, with the aim of enhancing the resilience of global
supply chains to ensure steady economic growth. It also highlighted opportunities for shared
development in agricultural service trade and emphasized the need for financial resources to
better serve the real economy, thereby further supporting recovery and sustainable growth. For
instance, the subforum titled on “Driving Green Investment and Trade to Jointly Build Global
Eco-Civilization” explored the balance between trade development and environmental protec-
tion, with participants noting that green trade investment is emerging as a new driving force
tor global development, crucial for enhancing the resilience of international supply chains and
promoting ecological civilization. Several international companies shared their practices and
experiences in sustainable development and responses to climate change, providing valuable

insights for exploring global economic recovery.
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2. Cooperation on opening up: Discussing solutions to global governance

China advocates for the equal and mutually beneficial participation of all countries in global
governance, actively promoting economic cooperation and exchanges to facilitate trade and
investment liberalization. The sixth Hongqiao Forum delved into issues such as deepening
regional collaborative innovation, carrying out international standards cooperation, and new
platforms and practices for international cooperation under the BRI. For instance, the subforum
titled “International Cooperation on Standards for Prosperous Global Market” convened leaders
from international standardization organizations and standardization agencies from the US,
UK, and other countries to discuss cooperation, particularly focusing on how standards for new
energy vehicles can contribute to the global automotive market. During this period, the State
Administration for Market Regulation also held a ceremony to launch foreign language versions
of nearly 400 national standards, which will have a positive impact on trade facilitation and
international cooperation. The interactive discussions at the Honggiao Forum offered additional
insights for deepening policy coordination and collaboratively addressing risks and challenges.

3. Innovation by opening up: Exploring strategies for high-quality development

The sixth Honggiao Forum concentrated on cutting-edge technologies and governance chal-
lenges within the new wave of technological revolution and industrial transformation. Experts
from both China and abroad engaged in comprehensive discussions on the transformation
and innovation of smart technologies, the opportunities and challenges in future industrial
development, facilitating cross-border flows of innovative resources, and international digital
governance, as well as the empowerment of enterprises through open innovation. For instance,
at the subforum on “Intelligent Technology and Future Industry Development,” speakers from
government, academia, and business discussed strategic emerging technologies like Al and in-
formation technology, exploring opportunities and practical challenges in fields such as general
Al brain science, and brain-inspired intelligence. The insights shared offered valuable references
for global innovation and development.

4. Opening up for sharing: Seeking inclusive and win-win outcomes

The sixth Honggiao Forum, centered on the core concept of open sharing, explored pathways
to achieving inclusive development. At the subforum “Understanding New Consumption
Trends and Tapping New Consumption Potential,” participants discussed how to tap into the
vast potential of the consumer market through openness and sharing, while also addressing
topics like global economic growth, the silver economy, pharmaceutical safety governance, and
intellectual property protection. Participants reached a consensus that open sharing is crucial for

capturing consumer market opportunities, ensuring public safety, and harmonizing internation-
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al regulations. Outcomes of these discussions provide fresh perspectives for addressing global
development challenges.

ITI. Enhancing Role of CIIE in High-Level Opening-Up

The CIIE will further strengthen its functions in international procurement, investment promo-
tion, people-to-people exchanges, and cooperation on opening up. It will continuously improve
its services as an international public good, thereby amplifying its brand influence in China’s
high-level openness and global collaboration.

1. Supporting new drivers of opening-up

Focusing on digital economy governance. Developing the digital economy is key to seizing
opportunities presented by the new round of technological revolution and industrial transforma-
tion. The CIIE will focus on exploring key issues such as enhancing the openness of the digital
economy, improving digital governance, and promoting international cooperation in this field.
It will deepen exchanges both domestically and internationally in areas like digital technology,
standards, applications, supervision, and intellectual property, reflecting the latest advancements
in consumer digitization, industrial digitization, infrastructure digitization, and the digitization
of government and social governance. This aims to contribute to the creation of an open, inclu-
sive, fair, just, and non-discriminatory environment for digital economic development.

Advancing green and low-carbon transformation. The green low-carbon transition has
emerged as a new drive for global economic growth. The CIIE aims to serve as a platform for
showcasing and fostering collaborating on global cutting-edge concepts, experiences, solutions,
products, services, and technologies related to carbon neutrality. It will lead efforts in global
green consumption, enhance exchanges and cooperation in fields such as green technology,
green finance, green agriculture, and green energy, and propel global green development into
the fast lane.

Deepening collaborative innovation. Innovation-driven development is a key driver of
sustainable economic growth worldwide. The CIIE aspires to become an important platform
for fostering innovation cooperation between China and other countries, advancing technolog-
ical and institutional innovations. It will enrich the application of scientific and technological
innovations, drive industrial upgrades through innovation, enhance the sharing of innovative
outcomes, stimulate the vitality of innovation entities, and realize innovation value, thus acceler-

ating the development of a more competitive open innovation ecosystem.
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2. Exploring new mechanisms of opening-up

Leading reforms in trade and investment. The CIIE will fully leverage its initiative and au-
tonomy to steadily share institutional openness opportunities in rules, regulations, management,
and standards with countries worldwide. It will enhance customs facilitation, reduce institutional
costs in import processes, relax market access for foreign trade and investment, fully implement
negative list management, strengthen intellectual property protection, improve the foreign-re-
lated legal system, and establish a one-stop trading service platform. This will create a more
convenient and friendly business environment for market entities globally, thereby lowering
transaction costs, improving the efficiency of international division of labor, and enhancing the

quality and level of trade and investment cooperation.

3. Providing new opportunities for collaborative development

In-depth research on global economic issues. The world currently faces four deficits: gov-
ernance, trust, peace, and development. CIIE and the Honggiao Forum aims to create a vital
platform for addressing these critical issues, allowing all parties to voice their concerns and build
consensus. They will elucidate China’s openness philosophy and the concept of a community
with a shared future for humanity. CIIE will continue to support developing countries, espe-
cially the least developed ones, in increasing exports to China and integrating into the global
economic and trade network, contributing to trade-driven poverty alleviation, narrowing the
global development gap, and enhancing overall global welfare.

Striving to build a global think tank. The Honggiao Forum aims to become a high-level
platform for global intellectual exchange, enhancing its capacity to set agendas and track global
events timely, accurately, and comprehensively ensuring that each year’s themes and topics are
more attractive, forward-thinking, and accurately reflect global hotspots. The Forum will en-
hance its operational capabilities, providing more globally influential public goods and services,
strengthening collaborative research on the World Openness Report, and deepening partnerships
with international organizations. It will invite representatives of influential international or-
ganizations, authoritative experts, and business leaders to participate actively, accelerating the

exchange and dissemination of “Honggiao wisdom.”



