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National Security in a Turbulent World
Tang Yongsheng Yang Mingjie Feng Zhongping Zhu Feng Yu Tiejun
Feng Weijiang (3)

[ Editor's Note ] The year 2024 marks the tenth anniversary of General Secretary
Xi Jinping’s proposal of a holistic approach to national security. Taking this tenth anniversa-
ry as an opportunity, in order to further study a holistic approach to national security and to
promote the disciplinization of national security in China in the new era, this journal has

invited six experts for an in-depth discussion on this subject in the academic community.

Transparency Crisis? International Compliance from a Bargaining Perspective

Lu Xiao (32)

[ Abstract] The violation of international agreements poses an important risk to global peace
and development. While previous research has focused on the behavior of sovereign states
after signing international agreements, the impact of international monitoring agencies on
compliance, and the use of sanctions to prevent noncompliance, little attention has been
paid to the influence of the international policy-making process on compliance out-
comes. This study aims to fill this gap by developing and empirically examining a game theo-
retical model of closed-door bargaining that not only affects the outcome of an international
agreement but also its compliance. This paper argues that states face uncertainty regarding
the biases of their representatives in international negotiations. Under uncertainty, the infor-
mation obtained from the bargaining process is crucial for states to update their beliefs about

representative biases, which in turn impacts compliance with international agreements.
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Closed-door bargaining, in which only the final agreement is observable, conceals biased
representatives and, under certain conditions, encourages compliance. Furthermore, the
impact of the bargaining process on international compliance outcomes is contingent on en-
dogenous factors like public trust. In a political environment with high public trust and mini-
mal concerns about the legitimacy of international agreements, closed-door negotiations can
enhance efficiency and facilitate the formulation and implementation of international agree-
ments. Using a most recent data set from the European Union, this paper empirically exam-
ines the theoretical implications derived from the model and finds support for the argu-
ment. The study also demonstrates the conditionality of democratic compliance theory and
highlights the positive effect of an efficient and credible international policy-making process
on compliance.

[ Key Words] international compliance, international bargaining, European Union, game
theory, bargaining transparency

[ Author] Lu Xiao, Assistant Professor at the School of International Studies, Peking Uni-

versity.

Strategic Choices for Major Powers to Cope with Third-Country Crises; A Case
Study of the Cold War Between the United States and the Soviet Union from 1946 to
1963

Wang Ziynan (68)

[ Abstract] In the context of frequent major powers’ strategic bargaining and regional con-
flicts, how competing major powers respond to third-country crises deserves special atten-
tion. In general, major powers would regard political turmoil within third countries and mil-
itary conflicts between third countries as opportunities to enhance their own power; they
would send signals to their rival through their responses to crises; or they may learn about

the resolve and intent of each other through the way their rival responds to crises. In order to
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manage conflicts, major powers would try to reach an agreement on spheres of influence,
but such an agreement cannot fully constrain the behavior of major powers. The author uses
the sphere-of-influence agreement as an important independent variable to propose a theo-
retical hypothesis, and tests this hypothesis by examining the case of the Cold War compe-
tition between the United States and the Soviet Union from 1946 to 1963. This case shows
that before the United States and the Soviet Union reached an agreement on their spheres of
influence, they would frequently intervene in third-country crises in Eurasia and try to form
alliances in order to prevent their competitors from taking advantage of the incident to ex-
pand their power. After the United States and the Soviet Union reached an agreement on
spheres of influence, the United States adopted a neutral attitude toward crises that oc-
curred within the Soviet Union’s sphere of influence, while both sides continued to under-
take intervention actions outside their agreed spheres of influence. In fact, since the 20th
century, when the notion of sovereign equality became a prevailing international norm,
spheres-of-influence agreements have lost legitimacy and are hence not the optimal solution
for great powers to manage their competition.

[ Key Words] major power competition, third parties, regional conflicts, spheres of influ-
ence, US-Soviet Cold War

[ Author] Wang Ziyuan, Assistant Professor at the Institute of International Relations,

China Foreign Affairs University.

The Analysis of the Generation Mechanism of the US’ Minilateralism in the “Indo-
Pacific” Region
Ye Xiaodi (94)

[ Abstract] The United States’ strategic containment of China through minilateralism in the
“Indo-Pacific” region has become the main axis of its diplomatic strategy. By combining the

vision of order and perception of threat between the United States and its allies and part-
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ners, minilateralism can be divided into four ideal types: the hybrid model, the security
model, the institutional model, and the status quo model. When the United States and its
allies have the same vision of order, if the United States has a strong “perception of threat”
toward China, this scenario will lead to the formation of a hybrid model, and its “decou-
pling” intensity from China is also the highest. When the United States and its allies have
the same vision of order, if the United States has a weak “perception of threat” toward
China, this scenario will lead to the emergence of an institutional model, which has a high-
er degree of “decoupling” from China. When the United States and its allies have different
visions of order, if the United States has a strong “perception of threat” toward China, this
scenario will lead to the formation of a security model, and its “decoupling” intensity from
China is at a medium level. When the United States and its allies have different visions of
order, if the “perception of threat” is weak, this scenario will lead to the emergence of a
status quo model, which has the lowest level of “decoupling” from China. The strategies to-
ward China adopted by the Obama, Trump, and Biden administrations and their related
cases can verify the causal mechanism generated by the US “Indo-Pacific” minilateralism.
[ Key Words] minilateralism, vision of order, perception of threat, “the Indo-Pacific
Strategy” , institutional formation

[ Author] Ye Xiaodi, Research Fellow in the Academy of International and Regional Stud-
ies, and Associate Professor at the School of International Relations, Guangdong Universi-

ty of Foreign Studies.

The Aggregation of the “Indo-Pacific” Maritime Super Security Complex
Fan Jiarui  (127)

[ Abstract] Recently, the South China Sea issue has become a hot topic around the world
against the backdrop of “the Indo-Pacific Strategy”. This phenomenon has triggered wide-

spread concern of major actors in the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, Southeast Asia,
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Northeast Asia and South Asia, with sovereignty and navigation as the key areas, in which
the United States and some other global powers are playing increasingly important roles,
making the regional security situation more and more complicated. Based on logical deduc-
tion of the theory of regional security complex, the author argues that this phenomenon
shows that a maritime super security complex has initially taken shape, with the South
China Sea as its core and the “Indo-Pacific” region as its extension. There are two core ex-
planatory variables. The first one is the expectation of power relations. and the second is the
geopolitical imagination of various countries. This paper reveals that the more different the
former becomes, as well as the more consistent the latter shows, the more likely the re-
gional security issues are to extend across regions. This situation spirals and twists with the
trend of intensified competition among major powers, and reflects the upgrading of security
interactions within all parties in a specific region to the global level, as well as a case of
world powers deeply involved in regional security issues. There are three representative is-
sues that promote the initial formation of this maritime super security complex, namely the
expansion of sovereignty issue, the politicization of navigation issue and the realization of
the “Indo-Pacific” issue.

[ Key Words] the South China Sea issue, “the Indo-Pacific Strategy” , maritime super se-
curity complex, international security, major power competition

[ Author] Fan Jiarui, Assistant Research Fellow at the National Institute of International

Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.
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