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Abstracts

International Perspectives on Building the Modern Civilization of the Chinese Nation ;
Taking the Prominent Characteristics of Chinese Civilization as the Focal Point
Xing Guangcheng (3)

[ Abstract] Building the modern civilization of the Chinese nation cannot be separated from
the international environment. This paper takes the prominent characteristics of Chinese civ-
ilization as the focal point and explores international perspectives of building a modern Chi-
nese civilization. From the perspective of the prominent continuity of Chinese civilization, it
is argued that the new historic mission of building a modern Chinese civilization can be un-
derstood in the light of the prominent continuity of Chinese civilization, and encourages
creative transformation and development of fine traditional Chinese culture. The global sig-
nificance of the Chinese path to modernization can be seen in the light of the outstanding in-
novativeness of the Chinese civilization. Since the modern era, the Chinese nation has car-
ried out arduous explorations and innovations in terms of paths and systems, and the Com-
munist Party of China has continued to innovate in order to promote the Chinese civilization
and realize the leap from tradition to modernity. Looking at the world impact of the great re-
juvenation of the Chinese nation from the perspective of the prominent unity of the Chinese
civilization, “Common Beliefs” elaborates on the relationship between the elements of the
unity of the Chinese civilization and the international environment from the perspectives of
the nation, state, ethnicity and civilization, and emphasizes that national unity will always
be at the heart of the core of the nation’s interests. From the perspective of the prominent in-
clusiveness of Chinese civilization, the paper examines the open-mindedness of various eth-
nic groups in China, their interactions, exchanges, and integration, as well as China’s
inclusive attitude towards world civilizations. Inclusiveness reflects the resilience of Chinese
civilization and its important quality of absorbing the excellent achievements of other civili-
zations. Finally, from the perspective of the prominent peace of the Chinese civilization,
the paper discusses the trend of exchanges and mutual learning among civilizations. Peace,
concord and harmony are the ideological traditions and excellent qualities of the Chinese
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civilization. Pursuing civilization exchanges and mutual learning, China needs to be adept
at dealing with various ideologies and cultures from around the world.

[ Key Words] modern Chinese civilization, Chinese path to modernization, the prominent
characteristics of Chinese civilization, new form of human advancement, exchanges and
mutual learning among civilizations
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Co-Constructing Modern Chinese and African Civilizations; Ideological Basis,
Epochal Significance and Practical Paths
Li Xinfeng Gu Yaping Chen Along (25)

[ Abstract] Building a modern Chinese civilization is our cultural mission in the new
era. As a continent with the largest concentration of developing countries, Africa is in the
process of building a modern civilization. The similarities between Chinese and African civi-
lizations have laid the ideological basis for China and Africa to jointly build a modern civili-
zation. By conducting exchanges and mutual learning on the basis of seeking common ground
while reserving differences, the two civilizations of China and Africa will ultimately achieve
common development. Co-constructing modern Chinese and African civilizations manifests
the global significance of Xi Jinping Thought on Culture. It helps to refute the Western-cen-
tric view of civilization, build a discourse system of China-Africa view of civilization, en-
hance the voice of developing countries in international affairs, and build a more just and
reasonable global governance system. Ultimately, it will promote world peace and develop-
ment as well as the joint construction of a community with a shared future for China and Af-
rica and a community with a shared future for mankind. In the process of jointly building
modern Chinese and African civilizations, Xi Jinping Thought on Culture shall guide the
practices in building a modern Chinese civilization, and pan-Africanism should be the
guiding theory in building a modern African civilization. Both parties should explore the new
harmonization of Chinese and African civilizations, starting with finding similar values in
the excellent traditional cultures of both sides. Co-constructing modern Chinese and African
civilizations shall take the exploration of the road to modernization as the fundamental foot-
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hold, actively implement the Global Civilization Initiative, push forward exchanges and
mutual learning between Chinese and African civilizations in an all-round way, and pro-
mote the development of modern civilizations in China and Africa as well as the progress of
the entire human civilization.

[ Key Words] co-constructing modern Chinese and African civilizations, Xi Jinping
Thought on Culture, pan-Africanism, a community with a shared future for China and Af-
rica, mutual learning among civilizations
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A Study on the Focus-Field Methodology in Country and Area Studies
Zeng Xianghong (48)

[ Abstract] The establishment of first-level interdisciplines such as Country and Area Stud-
ies and National Security Studies is an important part of building a discipline system of phi-
losophy and social sciences with Chinese characteristics. To promote the discipline construc-
tion and academic research of Country and Area Studies, it is necessary to actively con-
struct methodologies that can be applied to the study of different countries and areas, which
is an important prerequisite to ensure that Country and Area Studies can bring both special
and universal knowledge, and thus consolidate its status as a discipline. Based on the Rela-
tional Theory of World Politics, especially its advocacy of the relational ontology and
zhongyong dialectics/epistemology, it can be considered that countries and areas form the
perspective of Country and Area Studies are all entity-in-relations, and the focus-field
methodology can be applied in the study of these entity-in-relations. Specifically, these en-
tity-in-relations from the perspective of focus-field methodology have at least six characteris-
tics: generative, holographic, transformative, correlated, multidimensional, and circle-
layered. In terms of content, the focus-field methodology can be applied in Country and Ar-
ea Studies, with a focus on exploring time, space, and the human world ( “the living
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world” ) and their generative changes related to specific countries and areas, examining the
internal and external, left and right, up and down, and front and back relationships of
specific countries or areas, as well as the dimensions of power-exchange, symbol-emotion,
rule-creation, and strategy involved in their practices, and ultimately obtaining vivid and
rich knowledge about different countries or areas. If it is applied to the study of the five Cen-
tral Asian countries and the Central Asian region, it can be found that the focus-field meth-
odology can indeed provide people with lots of new knowledge, viewpoints and perspectives
on studying Central Asia.

[ Key Words] country and area studies, entity-in-relations, methodology, focus-field
methodology, central Asian studies

[ Author] Zeng Xianghong, Professor at the Center for SCO Studies and School of Politics

and International Relations, Lanzhou University.

Generative Power and Policy Convergence Among Members in Multilateral Interna-
tional Institutions: A Qualitative Comparative Analysis Based on Network-Level
Effects

Zhang Shengjun Ping Zeyu (78)

[ Abstract] This paper delves into the intricate relationship between multilateral interna-
tional institutions and policy convergence among their members, with a particular focus on
the impact of social network structure and attributes. Introducing the concept of generative
power, the authors outline three key processes—power structuration, interaction institu-
tionalization, and trust embedding—within networks to develop a theoretical model for
identifying conditional variables. Employing social network analysis and fuzzy-set Qualitative
Comparative Analysis (fsQCA), the study examines ten prominent multilateral international
institutions worldwide. Empirical findings underscore the significant influence of network
structure and attributes on policy convergence. Configurations conducive to high policy con-
vergence entail power structuration, interaction institutionalization, and  trust
embedding. Notably, the presence of a permanent secretariat to facilitate interaction institu-
tionalization and the establishment of trust within clearly defined network boundaries emerge
as necessary conditions for achieving high policy convergence. Discussions on the generative
power of multilateral international institutions offer valuable insights into understanding this
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novel form of power and deciphering the intricacies of member social networks within such
institutions.

[ Key Words] multilateral international institutions, generative power, social network
analysis, qualitative comparative analysis, policy convergence
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The Logic of Networking US Asia-Pacific Security Architecture; A Study Based on
Inferential Social Network Analysis
Zhang Yao (103)

[ Abstract] After the Cold War, the US security architecture in the Asia-Pacific has con-
sistently been in the process of networking. This architecture relies on US power projection
as its foundation, pivots on their allies and key partners, and is framed by security institu-
tions to promote a series of strategic coordination, security cooperation, and military de-
ployments to serve US regional strategies. An examination of the spatio-temporal evolution of
the US Asia-Pacific security architecture by using inferential social network analysis reveals
that the mismatch between the US hegemonic protection needs and the alliance order main-
tenance function is a precondition for this networking process. The dominant factors influen-
cing network evolution are priority connections, strengthened connections, and network
transmission effects at the national, bilateral, and structural levels. Under the influence of
network effects, countries with significant social power are more likely to establish security
cooperation with others; countries with deep mutual cooperation foundations are more likely
to form new partnerships; and the deepening of security ties between two countries is influ-
enced by a third party, tending towards choices that also maintain security relationships
with this third party. The composite networking of the US Asia-Pacific security architecture
manifests as a fragmented vertical network structure in the long term. This trend, based on
the distribution of social power, dominated by bilateral security institutions, supplemented
by selective multilateralism, and aimed at enhancing institutional density and depth as di-
rections for institutional expansion, draws more security network resources through general-
ized geographical spaces. The essence of the US-China strategic competition lies in the com-
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petition for network centrality, and thus China needs to rely on high-quality partnerships to
promote the formation of an inclusive regional security architecture.

[ Key Words] US Asia-Pacific security architecture, alliance transformation, security in-
stitutions, mnetwork effects, inferential social network analysis
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Spatio-Temporal Constraints and the US Policy Selection of Arms Transfers to the
Middle East Countries
Luo Tianyu She Gangzheng (132)

[ Abstract] Arms transfer is a crucial tool for the United States to implement its foreign pol-
icy. the US tailored differentiated strategies towards Middle East countries that sought arms
imports. The authors propose, based on dimensions across time and space, that the level of
threat urgency and the size of strategic choice affect the US bargaining power in the Middle
East. This shapes the US arms transfer strategy in terms of both quality and quantity, ulti-
mately determining the provision of strategically significant arms and recipient satisfaction
with the quantity acquired. Through meticulous analysis of declassified documents, the au-
thors have scrutinized the US arms transfer cases to key Middle East countries-Turkey, Is-
rael, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt-during the Eisenhower, Kennedy, Nixon-Ford,
and Carter administrations. By focusing on how strategic considerations evolve under tempo-
ral and spatial constraints, this paper reveals that the urgency of threat and the space of
strategic choice are central variables shaping the US arms transfer strategy, with special
emphasis on qualitative and quantitative features and differences. Moreover, this paper dis-
cusses in depth the bargaining power of powerful states in asymmetric alliances.
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threats, space of strategic choice
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