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Promoting More Just and Equitable Global Governance from China􀆳s Perspective

and Practice

Wu Zhicheng　 Xu Xingao　 (3)

【Abstract】 With the rapid evolution of profound changes unseen in a century, the world

has entered a new period of turbulence and transformation. The existing global governance

system is not representative and inclusive enough; there are more and more unfair, unrea-

sonable, and inappropriate areas; and the deficit of global governance has become more

prominent, which weakens the legitimacy and effectiveness of global governance and poses

profound challenges to the reform of the current global governance system. China􀆳s call to

make global governance more just and equitable not only conforms to the common aspira-

tions of people around the world and points the way forward for global governance, but also

serves as an important task in promoting major country diplomacy with Chinese characteris-

tics, demonstrating the image of a confident, self-reliant, open, and inclusive major

country with a global vision. To promote a just and equitable global governance, we must

uphold the sovereign equality of all countries, safeguard the authority and status of the

United Nations, advocate and practice true multilateralism, promote balanced and

inclusive global development, and respect diverse civilizations and development

differences. As an active participant, important contributor and trailblazer in some fields of

global governance,China follows the vision of a community with a shared future for mankind

to provide valuable guidance for a just and equitable development of global governance,

firmly pursues true multilateralism to build synergy for a just and equitable development of

global governance, actively facilitates the high-quality development of the Belt and Road

Initiative to set a successful example for a just and equitable development of global govern-

ance, steadily advances Chinese path to modernization to lay a solid national foundation for

a just and equitable development of global governance, and fully demonstrates its important

responsibility as a responsible major country.
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Higher-Order Dependence, Social Power, and Policy Consistency Between the United

States and Its Allies
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【Abstract】 This article uses social network analysis methods to study which factors will af-

fect the policy consistency of the United States and its allies. Like all countries, the US al-

lies are in a social network composed of countries and other international behavior. As nodes

in the social network, they depend on other nodes on the one hand, and on the other

hand, they are also relied upon by other nodes. Dependence on others leads to subordina-

tion and being dominated, and being depended on creates power, both of which affect

their consistency of policy with the United States. The study shows that the first-order de-

pendence of US allies on the United States, the higher-order dependence of US allies on

more social network nodes, and the dependence of other social network nodes on US allies

have varying degrees of influence on the policy consistency of US allies and the United

States. Among them, the degree of military dependence on the United States, the number

of co-allies with the United States, the number of mixed third parties with the United

States, and the number of intergovernmental international organizations in which the United

States participates positively affect the policy consistency of both parties; the social power

that the US allies gain from their position in multilateral social networks in the fields of

trade, military affairs and intergovernmental international organizations negatively affects

the policy consistency of both parties. This reminds us that if China wants to alleviate the

strategic pressure brought by the United States alliance, and develop a cooperative relation-

ship with the US allies more effectively, it can give priority to those US allies with impor-
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tant social networks, less military dependence on the United States, and fewer common al-

lies, mixed third parties, and intergovernmental international organizations that the United

States participates in.

【Key Words 】 alliance management, alliance politics, United States alliance strategy,

United States alliance system, social network analysis
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Diplomatic Balance, Perception of Controlling Capabilities and Crisis in the

Eurasian Region
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【Abstract】 Amidst the intense strategic competition among great powers, political turmoil

in medium- and small-sized states provides opportunities for great powers to gain a competi-

tive edge, yet it also has the potential to trigger regional crises. The key feature of this esca-

lation trajectory in crises is the direct correlation between the political turmoil in medium-

and small-sized states and adjustments in diplomatic inclinations. Then the correlation trig-

gers competitive interventions from external great powers and the regional hegemon, leading

to an aggravation of the crisis. If medium- and small-sized states maintain continuity and

balance in their diplomatic orientations, or if they separate diplomatic issues from political

turmoil, theoretically, it contributes to reducing the inclination of external great powers to

intervene. The regional hegemon may decide whether to intervene based on their own con-

trolling capabilities. Thus, medium- and small-sized states implementing balanced policies

have the opportunity to turn the intervention of the regional hegemon into instruments for

management, thereby reducing the potential for crisis escalation. By combining the varia-

tions in regional hegemons􀆳 perceptions of their own controlling capabilities and the adjust-

ment or continuation of diplomatic balancing by small states, we can establish an analytical

framework for explaining the evolution of crises between manageable and unmanageable. The

lessons from the four crises that have occurred since 2020 in Belarus, Kyrgyzstan,

Kazakhstan, and Ukraine respectively suggest that political turmoil in medium- and small-

sized states does not always lead to intervention by great powers or the escalation of cri-
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ses. While medium- and small-sized states without political turmoil may still face crises that

are difficult to control due to competitive interventions by great powers. By ensuring the con-

tinuity and balance of their diplomatic policies, medium- and small-sized states can effec-

tively limit the space for great powers􀆳 intervention and rivalry, thereby fostering better cri-

sis management.
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Network Effect, Integration Level and International Institutional Deference
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【Abstract】 Why do new international institutions created by rising powers exhibit notable

differences in their degree of international institutional deference to existing international

institutions? This paper argues that the network effects of the issue area of the new interna-

tional institutions and the level of integration of rising powers into existing international

institutions jointly influence the degree to which new institutions defer to existing ones. In

financial safety nets where network effects are strong, China􀆳s deep integration into the

International Monetary Fund resulted in the institutional deference of the Chiang Mai Initia-

tive Multilateralism. Regarding outer space technology cooperation where network effects are

relatively weak, China􀆳s deep integration into the existing institutions made the Asia-Pacific

Space Cooperation Organization partially in deference to the existing institutions represented

by the Outer Space Treaty. However, in the area of cross-border digital payment where net-

work effects are relatively weak, China􀆳s superficial integration led to the deference of Pro-

ject mBridge to the digital currency program across borders headed by the Society for World-

wide Interbank Financial Telecommunication.
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Outside Options and Informal Governance in International Organizations by Major

Powers
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【Abstract】 Major powers can exert influence on international organizations through formal

rules and informal channels. Formal rules are usually manifested in the greater share of vot-

ing power. However, greater voting power cannot guarantee that major powers could pro-

mote decisions that are consistent with their preferences. To achieve their policy goals,

major powers may seek to exert influence on international organizations􀆳 decision-making

through informal channels in addition to formal rules, thus instituting informal govern-

ance. The availability of favorable outside options and the absence of favorable outside op-

tions for other states are conditions for major powers to implement informal governance in

international organizations. A significant increase in the governance capacity of international

organizations can weaken the advantage of outside options of other states, and therefore

provides the conditions for the major powers with favorable outside options to implement

informal governance. When the conditions for implementing informal governance are present,

major powers can gain greater influence through informal governance. The above theoretical

explanation is empirically supported by the case studies of the governance behaviors of the

United States in the International Energy Agency, Japan in the Asian Development Bank,

and the United States in the International Organization for Migration.
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