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Strengthening the Construction of Foreign-Related Rule of Law and Major-Country
Diplomacy with Chinese Characteristics
Liu Huawen (3)

[ Abstract] Strengthening the construction of foreign-related rule of law and promoting
China’s major-country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics represents a vivid embodiment
of Xi Jinping Thought on Rule of Law and Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy, as well as
their organic integration. The Resolution of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China on Further Deepening Reform Comprehensively to Advance Chinese Moderniza-
tion, a programmatic document adopted at the third plenary session of the 20th Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China, once again emphasized the strengthening of
foreign-related rule of law and made special arrangements in terms of improving the socialist
rule of law system with Chinese characteristics. This will provide institutional guarantees for
China’s major-country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics and provide systematic legal
support for the comprehensive development of foreign relations. The promulgation of China’s
Foreign Relations Law in 2023 marks a milestone legislative achievement in advancing ma-
jor-country diplomacy with foreign-related rule of law. It reflects the maturity of China’s ma-
jor-country diplomacy and offers certainty, transparency, responsibility and credibility to a
world undergoing profound changes and challenges. China’s major-country diplomacy with
Chinese characteristics from the perspective of the rule of law has its own distinctive charac-
teristics and global significance. It has also achieved innovative developments and historic
breakthroughs. The advancement of China’s foreign-related rule of law reflects the two-way
consideration and profound interconnection of the rule of law at home and in foreign-related
affairs, indicating the profound improvement in the connotation and extension of China’s
construction of the rule of law. Furthermore, it underscores progress in China’s all-round
major-country diplomacy, adherence to true multilateralism, promotion of global govern-
ance, efforts to build a community of shared future for humankind, and the enhancement of
the capacity and quality of China’s modern governance. Clear policy guidance and strong
support of the rule of law will ensure the steady and long-term development of China’s ma-
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jor-country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics.

[ Key Words] foreign-related rule of law, major-country diplomacy, Xi Jinping Thought on
Rule of Law, Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy, a community of shared future for human-
kind
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Geographic Games, Cartographic Cognition, and Consciousness of Sovereign State
in Modern Times: A Socio-Cultural Study on the History of Territorial Perceptions

Yu Jingdong (24)

[ Abstract] In modern Western Europe, the emergence of territorial states under the West-
phalian system was accompanied by new understandings of space, sovereignty, and interna-
tional relations. This transformation reshaped how people perceived and experienced these
concepts. The dissemination of new geopolitical thinking and national identities relied not
only on texts but also on vivid, intuitive, and visualized images. Consequently, during the
flourishing period of geographical discoveries, land surveys, and new atlases, games with
maps became popular as tools for both education and entertainment. Due to their engaging,
accessible, and inexpensive nature, these games served as an effective medium for knowl-
edge dissemination and geopolitical enlightenment. Geographical games incorporated territo-
rial boundaries, historical traditions, and domestic and international events into virtual sce-
narios, while simultaneously reflecting the rules of diplomacy, territorial integration, and
public governance in reality. Moreover, through a microscopic, everyday, bottom-up ap-
proach, these games popularized knowledge of national spaces, forming narrative clues and
frameworks based on geopolitical communities. In doing so, they subconsciously deepened
political loyalty and emotional attachment to the territory and the motherland. From this per-
spective, such games illustrate how the abstract notion of the “sovereign state” was visual-
ized and politically socialized. This allows for the exploration of the cultural contexts and
normative systems that have shaped individual and state behaviors on a foundational and
long-term level.
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The Sense of National Security; A Neglected Dimension in National Security Studies
Zhang Qingmin (60)

[ Abstract] The concept of security has traditionally been regarded as an objective state of
national existence, free from danger or threat to the nation. However, the psychological
perspective holds the view that security is a feeling or sense, and danger is an effect of in-
terpretation or personal perception, which cannot exist independently of those to whom it
may become a threat. The sense of security, therefore, depends on national leaders’ per-
ceptions of threats, which may be a misperception of actual threats due to idiosyncratic
differences. While the belief systems of national leaders form the foundation of their security
perceptions, simplistic categorizations and attributions, heuristic reasoning, such as histori-
cal analogies, metaphors and other typical cognitive mechanisms serve not only as the pri-
mary means through which leaders perceive threats and form a sense of security, but also as
the intrinsic mechanisms of misperceptions or unmotivated bias in assessing national security
threats. Domestic politics is the external mechanism of motivated bias or misperception of
national security threats. The misperception of national security threat may be an underesti-
mation or an exaggeration of the real threat, both distorting the sense of national security,
leading to wrong policies, and undermining the objective national security in the end. The
realization of national security strategic goals requires not only the elimination of objective
national security threats, but also the unrealistic subjective feeling of insecurity. The latter
calls for avoiding misperceptions of national security threats by policymakers and incorpora-
ting psychological factors into national security studies by scholars.

[ Key Words] the sense of security, misperception of national security threat, heuristic rea-
soning, national security strategy, threat perception
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Diversionary Theory and Central Asian Border Disputes
Zhou Ming Feng Linhe (86)

[ Abstract] Owing to the specificity of territorial issues, border disputes have a serious neg-
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ative impact on interstate relations. In recent years, border disputes in Central Asia have
demonstrated two major trends; escalation and de-escalation. In order to explain the inter-
active results of different border disputes during similar periods, this article constructs an
analytical framework based on the diversionary theory of war, with behavioral and target
choices as independent variables. First, decision-makers make the behavioral choice of di-
versionary attention based on their own diversionary intentions and capabilities. Second, di-
versionary countries will carefully select target countries with diversionary characteristics,
and the measurement of diversionary value and diversionary cost determines the final target
choice. Finally, the “demonstration-imitation” mechanism promotes the convergence of dis-
pute patterns through the interaction of multiple actors. The analysis of the two cases of bor-
der disputes between Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan/Uzbekistan shows that Tajikistan has a high
intent and a strong capacity to divert attention, and finally opts for the diversion of dis-
putes, while Kyrgyzstan has a lower intent and ability, so it chooses to claim territory.
Uzbekistan has no intention to divert attention. Tajikistan chooses Kyrgyzstan as the target
of diversion because the latter is more mature for diversionary disputes than Uzbekistan in
terms of diversionary value, checks and balances, alliance constraints, balance of power,
and adequacy of information, and because the de-escalation of the dispute between
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan has created a sense of relative deprivation in Tajikistan. The dis-
pute resolution model between Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan provides an effective model for
the de-escalation of the border dispute between Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. By taking the
border disputes of Central Asian countries as a case study, this article attempts to make
necessary revisions and improvements to the diversionary theory of war.
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international conflicts, regional order in Central Asia
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International Disputes and Domestic Conflict Escalation: Process-Tracing the Moro
Separatist Movement in the Philippines
Su Ruolin Annabel Lau Zi Jun (119)

[ Abstract] The relationship between domestic conflicts and its external conflicts has attrac-
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ted significant scholarly attention in the field of international security in recent years. While
existing research often focuses on the impact of domestic conflicts on international conflicts,
less attention has been paid to the causal effects of international conflicts on domestic con-
flicts, particularly conflict escalation. To address this gap, the authors focus on ethnic con-
flict as a type of domestic conflict and analyze how international disputes influence the esca-
lation of domestic ethnic conflicts. By expanding the classic fully endogenous conflict esca-
lation interaction model and using international disputes as the logical starting point of the
analysis, the authors discuss how an international dispute, as an exogenous factor, pro-
motes the interaction of three intermediate mechanisms ( ethnic ideological polarization, in-
tra-ethnic solidarity, and the mobilization of material resources by seeking allies) under the
influence of two driving factors ( historical grievances between domestic ethnic groups and
transnational kinship ties). This interaction forms a spiral of conflict escalation, thereby
driving the escalation of domestic ethnic conflicts. Specifically, when the homeland govern-
ment involved in an international dispute suppresses kin-related ethnic groups abroad, mi-
nority ethnic groups within the homeland, especially those with historical grievances against
the government, may psychologically align with their transnational kin and express dissatis-
faction and resistance to the homeland government. If these minority groups then face fur-
ther atrocities or repression by the homeland government, their ideological stance may be-
come “polarized,” fostering intra-ethnic solidarity. This, in turn, motivates the group to
seek allies and mobilize material resources to oppose the government, ultimately leading to
the escalation of ethnic conflict. To validate this theoretical mechanism, the paper employs
the process-tracing method to analyze the case of the territorial dispute between the Philip-
pines and Malaysia over Sabah, which triggered the escalation of the Moro separatist move-
ment in the Philippines.
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ship, internal-external conflict nexus
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