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Reflections on the Disciplinization of Country and Area Studies
ZHANG Yuyan (3)

The AI Methodology in International Relations Studies
Jeff GILL PANG Xun ZHENG Xiaolong YANG Feng BAO Le ZHANG Kaiping
QI Haixia (4)

[ Editor’s Note] As a tool and method, artificial intelligence ( Al) has brought strength,
hope, and challenges to the discipline of international relations and its research. With the
intention of motivating the international relations research community to explore the Al-em-
powered research, while maintaining constructive prudence and moderate skepticism, the
editorial team invited seven scholars with practical experience to discuss the influence of
digital intelligence methods on international relations research in terms of disciplinary ap-

proaches, thinking paradigms, and core methodologies from diverse perspectives.

Mandate Expansion of International Organizations and the Dilemma of Legitimacy
Evaluation
LIU Lianlian LU Chenyan (27)

[ Abstract] Though existing literature has paid attention to the occurrence logic and legiti-
macy of mandate expansion of international organizations, the understanding of both issues
remains insufficient. The reason lies in the fact that the two primary research paths of inter-
national politics and international law have solely examined either the political attribute of
mandate expansion or the legal attribute of it, which failed to study this issue from a holistic
view. This paper introduces the constitution of international organizations of international
law studies into the commonly used method of historical institutionalism of international poli-
tics. Taking functional agencies as the main analysis object, this paper points out that the
characteristics of organizational constitutions, strategic choices of internal actors, and exter-
nal environment provide jurisprudence, driving forces, and public opinion endorsement for
functional agencies to expand their mandate in practice. The process of mandate expansion
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has usually been imperceptible, which enhances its ability to escape from supervision, re-
sulting in the legitimacy evaluation relying heavily on post hoc review by specialized mecha-
nisms. However, the constitutions of international organizations since the 20th century have
generally overlooked the issue of disorderly expansion of mandate, and thus lacked counter-
measures against it. Against the backdrop of global governance deficits, the ideological
tendency to empower international organizations suppresses the moral space for individuals
to raise objections; the cooperation dilemma among member states leads to the inability to
effectively exercise collective supervision rights; and there appear to be objective obstacles
to establishing post hoc review mechanisms. This legitimacy evaluation dilemma of mandate
expansion leads to the situation that relevant parties are only able to express their opposition
to disorderly mandate expansion through political confrontation rather than through legal
channels. The case of the expansion of the United Nations’ human rights mandate since the
Cold War demonstrates this theoretical proposition.

[ Keywords ] international organizations, mandate expansion, legitimacy, the United
Nations’ human rights mandate, global governance

[ Authors] LIU Lianlian, Tenured Associate Professor at the School of International Studies
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Maintaining or Deteriorating? Transnational Public-Private Partnerships and Coop-
erative Policies of Professional International Organizations
ZHENG Xin (58)

[ Abstract] Transnational public-private partnerships have become increasingly crucial in
global governance. However, the adjustment of cooperative policies of professional Interna-
tional Organizations (10s) with private sectors has been understudied. After policy adjust-
ments, why do some professional 10s maintain their collaboration with the private sectors,
while others’ partnerships with private sectors experience significant deterioration? Drawing
on theories of inter-organizational relations, a framework can be developed to explain the
dynamics of the 10s to maintain or adjust their cooperative policies. This paper argues that
professional 10s engage private sectors to enhance governance effectiveness. The resource
capabilities of the 10s and the private sectors shape the cooperative structure. The private
sectors’ funding source impacts its governance preferences. When the private sector experi-
ences resource advantage over professional 10s and possesses a single-source funding struc-
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ture, the governance effectiveness would be undermined by the skew of the efforts. In such
cases, 1Os tend to adjust their cooperative policies. The extent of disagreement within 10s’
bureaucracy and disagreement among member states further influence the policy adjust-
ments. These points could be supported empirically with the case studies on the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Health Organization ( WHO ). Therefore,
given the complex interests of the private sectors, their role in alleviating dilemmas of global
governance calls for cautious examination.

[ Keywords] professional international organizations, global governance, Food and Agricul-
ture Organization, World Health Organization, transnational public-private partnerships
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Slave Trade and State-Building in Africa; A Mixed-Methods Study
HUANG Zhengian (88)

[ Abstract] The slave trade is a profound historical scar that has had far-reaching impacts
on the development of world history, particularly on the political development of Africa.
Through the lens of political trust, this paper constructs a theoretical framework to explore
how the slave trade has shaped Africa’s political ecology and state-building processes. As an
external shock, the slave trade, driven by the slave economy, triggered a chain reaction
within African societies. Highly organized ethnic groups gradually evolved into predatory re-
gimes, using violence to capture slaves to sustain their rule. Meanwhile, less organized eth-
nic groups were plundered and even forced to participate in the slave trade. These dynamics
exacerbated social conflicts, undermined the foundation of political trust, and weakened
people’s confidence in political authority in Africa. The negative effects have continued to
hinder state-building in the continent. This paper employs a mixed-methods approach,
combining quantitative and qualitative methods, to analyze the relationship between the
slave trade and African state-building. The quantitative analysis shows that the current level
of popular political trust in regions with historically high slave trade intensity is significantly
lower than that in other regions, which indicates that the impact of slave trade on political
trust has been perennial. The qualitative research, based on four case studies, reveals the
specific processes of how the slave trade eroded political trust, illustrating that the historical
trauma brought by the slave trade has been a crucial reason for the plight of modern state-
building in Africa. This paper offers a new theoretical perspective for understanding the
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complexities of African state-building and presents policy references for African countries to
promote state-building by restoring political trust.

[ Keywords] slave trade, state-building, political trust, mixed methods, African studies
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Self-Cultivation, Virtue-Based Persuasion and Just War; How the Confucian Stra-
tegic Culture Affects Foreign Decision—-Making
PANG Ruizhi (123)

[ Abstract] The Confucian strategic culture exerted significant influence on foreign decision-
making in ancient China. A detailed examination of Confucian classics from the Pre—Qin pe-
riod reveals three key characteristics of this strand of strategic culture; the objective of set-
tling the foreigners, the prioritization of self-cultivation and virtue-based persuasion over mili-
tary force in achieving its goals, and the emphasis on prudence and justice in the use of
force. However, internal tensions existed within Confucian strategic culture. Over time, the
argument of “the King does not intend to rule all the Yi” emerged and eventually gained
prominence. Drawing on discussions of foreign policy recorded in texts from the Western
Han, Northern Song, and Ming Dynasties, this study evaluates the explanatory power of Con-
fucian strategic culture relative to the competing theories of dynastic cycle, Realpolitik, and
unipolar stability. The findings suggest that Confucian strategic culture had greater influence
on foreign decision-making discourse than the competing theories, with the exception of uni-
polar stability theory. Specifically, decision-making became more proactive when guided by
the argument of “settling the Yi” , whereas it was more restrained under the influence of the
argument of “the King does not rule the Yi”. Furthermore, self-cultivation and virtue-based
persuasion were consistently favored over military force in achieving strategic goals. Lastly,
while the principles of prudence and justice in the use of force were generally upheld, ten-
sions between the two principles—particularly when combined with the settling the foreigners
argument—occasionally led to the undermining of caution.
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