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Abstracts

The Chinese Origin of Multilateralism and Its World Significance
WU Zhicheng (3)

[ Abstract] The Chinese thought on multilateralism has a long and profound history. The
long history of interplay among pre-state entities shaped the value orientation, logic path,
and practical principles of China’s multilateral foreign interaction, and also constituted the
ancient tradition of China’s multilateralism. When China was drawn into the world system
dominated by the West in modern times, its multilateral diplomacy not only showed the gen-
eral characteristics of multilateralism, but also emphasized value pursuits such as sovereign
equality, fairness, and justice. The diplomatic practice of seeking coordination between do-
mestic and international issues has accumulated theoretical and practical experience for con-
temporary China’s multilateralism. After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, es-
pecially since the reform and opening up, China’s diplomacy has inherited and developed
the traditional concepts and practical experience of multilateralism. With safeguarding the
purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter as its core, China has contributed
Chinese wisdom and strength in innovating the concept of multilateral cooperation, refor-
ming existing multilateral mechanisms, building new platforms for multilateral cooperation,
and adhering to resolving hot issues through multilateral consultation, which all make China
a pillar of upholding multilateralism. In the New Era, the practice of major country diplo-
macy with Chinese characteristics has fully demonstrated China’s responsibility as a major
country in upholding multilateralism. With practical actions, China has answered the ques-
tion of “what kind of multilateralism the world needs and how countries should practice
multilateralism”. China’s multilateral diplomacy has developed into comprehensive coopera-
tion and become more proactive, which sets an example for the international community to
uphold true multilateralism. At present, momentous changes of a like not seen in a century
are accelerating across the world; unilateralism and protectionism are mounting. To practice
true multilateralism, we must uphold the concept of a Human Community with a Shared Fu-
ture, actively build global partnerships, promote coordination and cooperation among major
powers in multilateral affairs, support the United Nations to play a central role in interna-

tional affairs, and eventually work to make global governance fairer and more equitable.
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International Division of Labor on Technology, Technology Sharing, and Technology
Alliance ;: A Political Economy Analysis of Major Powers’ Competition for Technolog-
ical Followers

HUANG Qixuan LI Wenjian (31)

[ Abstract] In the international technology competition since the late 19th century, major
powers have made repeated attempts to establish technology alliances aimed at containing ri-
vals, yet the outcomes of these efforts have varied considerably. Britain had the least suc-
cess in garnering technological followers, struggling even with its colonies and dominions.
The Soviet Union during the Cold War and Japan in the late 20th century achieved only lim-
ited success. Eastern European countries gradually weakened their technological ties with
the Soviet Union, while key Asian economies eventually abandoned the Japan-led techno-
logical trajectories. Across various episodes of technological competition among major pow-
ers, the United States, whether as a rising power or an established power, consistently suc-
ceeded in constructing technology alliances, thereby consolidating its position as the global
leader in science and technology. A comparative historical analysis of major powers’ compe-
tition for technological followers since the late 19th century reveals that international divi-
sion of labor on technology and international technology sharing are two crucial factors de-
termining a country’s ability to attract technological followers. International division of labor
on technology facilitates enduring exchange of interests, while international technology sha-
ring helps form a widespread network of followers. In its competition with the United States,
Britain is a typical case lacking both international division of labor on technology and tech-
nology sharing, resulting in its poor outcomes. The Soviet Union and Japan, on the other
hand, exhibited imbalances with an overemphasis on either technology sharing or technolog-
ical division of labor, which restricted their overall effectiveness in winning followers. The
United States, in contrast, effectively utilized both international division of labor on tech-
nology and technology sharing to gain followers across multiple instances of technological ri-
valry. In the international technological competition, only through extensive technological
division of labor and active technology sharing can a major power effectively attract techno-
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logical followers with wide coverage and long duration, thereby successfully constructing in-
ternational technology alliances.
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nology, international technology sharing, international technology alliance, technological
followers
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Knowledge, Cooperation, and Governance: How Epistemic Community Drives Arms
Control
QI Haotian Wanmingkhwan Kamnerdrat (54)

[ Abstract] Arms control has been one of the pivotal topics of international security studies
and international security governance. Existing research has predominantly focused on the
roles of governments and international organizations, while the contributions of epistemic
community in shaping arms control mechanisms have received comparatively less attention.
This study seeks to uncover the general patterns through which epistemic community exerts
influence, with a particular emphasis on its socialization and functional effects. To assess its
impact on the realization of arms control, this research further investigates epistemic
community’s interactions with key factors such as international political confrontation, global
economic development, and the attitudes of major powers. To this end, this study construc-
ted a comprehensive case database encompassing arms control treaties and negotiations span-
ning from 1946 to 2017. By employing fuzzy-set qualitative comparative analysis ( fsQCA)
alongside case studies, the research rigorously tested its theoretical expectations and hypoth-
eses. The findings reveal that epistemic community performs dual roles in knowledge pro-
duction and cooperation network-building across the dimensions of socialization and func-
tionality. However, its independent influence neither constitutes a sufficient condition nor
forms a necessary condition for advancing arms control. Instead, epistemic community,
when combined with other factors, can form sufficient condition sets that effectively drive
arms control outcomes. Across various pathways of sufficient conditions, epistemic commu-
nity contributes significantly by reshaping cognitive frameworks, influencing behavioral
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norms, enhancing communicative and cooperative mechanisms, and even shaping identity.
These multifaceted roles underscore its critical contributions to advancing arms control and
broader practices of international security governance.

[ Keywords] epistemic community, international security governance, arms control and dis-
armament, fuzzy-set qualitative comparative analysis (fsQCA), knowledge production, co-
operation network
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Soft Compliance Path and the Formation of Communities of Practice; A Post-Positivist
Paradigm for Global Governance Effectiveness Research
WANG Yaqi (84)

[ Abstract] The discussion on the malfunction or even failure of global governance is partly
due to the cognitive limitations of the positivist research paradigm, which defines effective-
ness as compliance. Actors have endogenous compliance motivation, and their conformity
behavior does not necessarily verify the effectiveness of the mechanism. Actors may also
hinder the realization of governance goals while fully complying with the rules and decision-
making procedures of the mechanism. The core value of global governance is to coordinate
multiple actors to jointly address global issues in the international anarchy. Therefore, the
effectiveness of global governance also depends on the consensus authority established by
non-material intersubjective means. To this end, it is necessary to introduce the post-posi-
tivist research paradigm, based on practical ontology and empiricist epistemology, to regard
global governance as a socialized practice process in which actors and governance mecha-
nisms are mutually constructed. In this process, the means of tolerating default to a certain
extent, advancing actors’ continuous participation in governance practices through a soft
compliance path, promoting the embeddedness of shared background knowledge, and stabi-
lizing the habit system shaped in specific governance areas are helpful for building a com-
munity of practice, and constitute necessary conditions to enhance the effectiveness of glob-
al governance. Based on the post-positivist analysis of the ASEAN Way, the RCEP negotia-
tion process, as well as the governance practices of the Global South, global governance is
not failing. Instead, the Western-dominated rule-based governance system faces reforms.
Respecting and accommodating the governance philosophy and practical experience of non-
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Western actors, cultivating and maintaining common governance practices in inclusive gov-
ernance mechanisms and processes will provide a new path to enhance the effectiveness of
global governance.

[ Keywords ] global governance effectiveness, soft compliance, community of practice,
Global South, regional governance
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Why Did the United Nations Fail to Gain Dominance in Antarctic Governance?
ZHANG Yujie (110)

[ Abstract] In the competition for governance dominance, the strategic choices of actors are
often closely related to the outcome of competition. Since 1983, the governance effective-
ness of Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties ( ATCPs) has been increasingly questioned by
the international community. The United Nations and the ATCPs have engaged in a series of
competitions over the leadership of Antarctic governance. In order to fundamentally ease the
pressure from the international community and avoid further internationalization of the Ant-
arctic issue, the ATCPs used its stronger issue power, compared to the United Nations, to
promote the adaption of the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty in
1991, which reconstructed the Antarctic cognitive and behavioral framework centered on
environmental protection. This process successfully realized the de-securitization of the Ant-
arctic issue and reasserts the dominance of ATCPs in Antarctic governance. This case dem-
onstrates the ingenious role of the de-securitization strategy in competing for governance
dominance ; it indirectly reduces competitive pressures and defends the governance advanta-
ges of implementers. De-securitization in the context of governance competition is signifi-
cantly different from that in the traditional contexts, in terms of implementation back-
ground, actors, process, and goals. The fundamental purpose of the implementation of de-
securitization is not to restore the issue to a routine matter, but to eliminate the controversy
of the issue and weaken the governance competition, so as to stabilize the dominant govern-
ance position of the implementer. The keys to successfully de-securitizing an issue lie in the
original governance power structure, and the probability of adapting new key governance
documents to change the international community’s cognition and behavioral framework on
the very issue.
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Freedom from Global Domination; Domestic Legitimacy of States’ Provision of Global
Public Goods
WANG Jiarui (134)

[ Abstract] Deficient provision of global public goods ( GPGs) appears to be the greatest
challenge to global governance. To promote the level of provision of GPGs by states, exist-
ing research mainly focuses on two approaches. One explores the effectiveness of GPGs pro-
vision by promoting international cooperation, handling the free rider problem, and reac-
hing the Nash Equilibrium, and the other demonstrates the legitimacy of GPGs provision
through justifying the moral responsibility of states. Due to the domestic-international di-
chotomy under the assumption of international anarchy, existing literature has neglected the
domestic legitimacy of the state in providing GPGs, thus ignoring the potential impact of do-
mestic issues on global governance. This paper suggests that in providing GPGs, states con-
sider not only the realistic interests and moral responsibility, but also the political responsi-
bility to protect the citizens from global domination from the perspective of cosmopolitan re-
publicanism. On this basis, for understanding the provision of GPGs of states, this paper
constructs a general analytical framework of domestic legitimacy, in which cosmopolitan cit-
izenship generates GPGs demands from within, responsive democracy sets GPGs provision
as a domestic political agenda, and responsible government implements policies to provide
GPGs. This approach makes the provision of GPGs a domestic political responsibility of
states, which enables national affairs to interact with global affairs. It sets forward a legiti-
mation strategy for the internalization of externalities, which is crucial in providing GPGs
and is of great value in guiding the current practice of global governance.
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