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How Established Parties Respond to the Challenges Posed by Newly Governing Par-
ties? Agenda Control in the Coalition Governance of European Parliamentary De-
mocracies
LU Xiao　 (3)

【Abstract】 Since the 1970s, emerging parties, represented by the Greens, the radical
right, and the nationalist and populist parties, have rapidly risen in European parliamentary
democracies, significantly altering the traditional party landscape. Some of the new parties
have not only excelled in parliamentary elections, but have also successfully participated in
forming coalition governments, becoming newly governing forces in European countries.
The transition from opposition to governance has granted these newly governing parties grea-
ter policy influence, yet has also heightened the risk of intra-coalition conflicts. To address
the challenges posed by newly governing parties, established parties resort to agenda control
during policy initiation, with a particular focus on the timing of legislative proposals. In re-
sponse to scrutiny from newly governing parties, established parties tend to delay proposals,
sacrificing policy performance for electoral advantage, leading to inefficiencies and delays in
fulfilling political commitments. Furthermore, the timing of legislative proposals chosen by
established parties is influenced by their prior assessment of the competitive or cooperative
nature of newly governing parties and the learning process during coalition governance. Em-
pirical analysis of legislative data from coalition governments in Germany, Belgium, Fin-
land, and the Czech Republic lends support to the arguments, revealing the inherent con-
tradictions between representation and efficiency, and responsiveness and accountability in
the coalition governance of European parliamentary democracies.
【Keywords】 European politics, political party, coalition government, newly governing par-
ty, agenda control
【Author】 LU Xiao, Assistant Professor at the School of International Studies, Peking Uni-
versity.

Gender and International Security: The Impact of Marginal Perspectives on Norm-
Making
WANG Lei　 (33)

【Abstract】 Since the beginning of the 21st century, the gender perspective has been fre-
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quently utilized to promote the making of norms on arms control and related security issues.
Women􀆳s organizations call for attention to the gendered impacts of militarization, including
the use of weapons, on individuals, advocate for enhancing women􀆳s participation in norm
negotiation and security practices, and even delegitimize militarization through gender analy-
sis. While women􀆳s organizations have succeeded in influencing the outcome of negotiations
in some issue areas, they have failed to achieve the desired goals in others. When women􀆳s
organizations challenge the mainstream perspectives in a limited way, small and medium-
sized countries tend to leverage the pioneering and rebellious nature of the gender perspec-
tive to enhance their influence in normative negotiation, without bearing significant risks
and costs. However, when women􀆳s organizations pose a strike to mainstream values, small
and medium-sized countries would selectively adopt or reshape the proposals of women􀆳s or-
ganizations while standing in line with the gender perspective. It allows them to benefit at a
lower cost by softening the impact of gender perspectives on dominant norms. This argument
is supported by four case studies of conventional arms trade, nuclear disarmament, autono-
mous weapon systems, and the militarization of cyberspace. The research reveals that in-
tegrating marginal perspectives into mainstream discussions is a complex process. It helps
clarify how and to what extent middle and small countries can challenge major powers and
inspires further research on other marginal perspectives.
【Keywords】 women􀆳s organization, small and medium-sized countries , arms control, norm
making, gender
【Author】 WANG Lei, Assistant Professor at the School of Political Science and Interna-
tional Relations, Tongji University.

How Information Governance Affects Domestic Conflicts? An Empirical Test Based
on Signaling Game Model
GUI Xiaoshu　 LYU Huiyi　 (63)

【Abstract】 As digital technologies evolve rapidly, research on their impact on national se-
curity governance has increased. However, the mechanisms that explain why information
governance measures effectively mitigate domestic conflicts and resistance in some states but
backfire in others remain underexplored. Departing from existing studies that focus on single
cases or specific regime types, this paper investigates the intrinsic dynamics of how informa-
tion governance affects domestic conflict risks from a macro-level perspective. Building on
the framework of information asymmetry, this research develops a signaling game to eluci-
date how governments strategically employ information governance measures to deter poten-
tial challengers. The model reveals that cost considerations and government capacity are key
determinants of governance efficacy. Specifically, rising costs constrain governments􀆳 pro-
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pensity to implement such governance measures. However, under the same governance
costs, as government capacity weakens, the efficacy of information governance as a deter-
rent signal is significantly reduced, making it difficult to credibly project a strong govern-
ment image and potentially exacerbating the risk of domestic contestation and conflict onset.
Cross-national statistical analyses of monthly panel data from 2016 to 2020 robustly support
these theoretical predictions. The statistical results show that higher governance costs are
associated with a lower probability of adopting information governance measures. The effec-
tiveness of information governance as a tool for suppressing domestic conflicts is strictly con-
strained by government capacity and regime stability. In countries with weaker government
capacity, such measures not only fail to curb resistance and conflicts but also significantly
contribute to the frequent occurrence of these events. This negative effect remains signifi-
cant in robustness checks.
【Keywords】 information politics, state governance, domestic conflicts, national security,
signaling game
【Authors】 GUI Xiaoshu, Research Fellow at the Chenghai Advanced Research Institute for
Global Development and Security, Renmin University of China; LYU Huiyi, Ph. D. Candi-
date at the Department of International Relations, Tsinghua University.

Does Economic Poverty Lead to Terrorism? An Analysis of the Heterogeneity of Ter-
rorism
LI Yibin　 HU Songda　 (94)

【Abstract】 The study of the economic roots of terrorism is of great significance for formula-
ting national counter-terrorism policies. There has been great controversy over whether eco-
nomic poverty leads to terrorism. Existing studies tend to regard terrorist activities as sys-
tematic phenomena and focus on their economic roots, ignoring the relationship between
economic poverty and the heterogeneity of terrorism. Terrorism can be categorized into four
types based on different ideologies: religious extremist terrorism, ethnic separatist terror-
ism, left-wing terrorism, and right-wing terrorism. Utilizing the relative deprivation theory,
the authors examined the impacts of economic poverty on different types of terrorism from
the two dimensions of value expectations and value capabilities. The study found that eco-
nomic poverty primarily influenced religious extremist terrorism and right-wing terrorism
through the diffusion of non-economic value expectations. In contrast, the influences of eco-
nomic poverty on ethnic separatist terrorism and left-wing terrorism are exerted through the
mechanism of decremental deprivation of non-economic value expectations and the mecha-
nism of progressive deprivation of economic value expectations, respectively. These two ex-
planatory mechanisms have been supported by case studies of the ethnic separatist terrorist
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organization “Balochistan Liberation Army” and the left-wing terrorist organization “Sende-
ro Luminoso” . The perspective of economic relative deprivation offers a valuable framework
for understanding the intrinsic relationship between economic poverty and different types of
terrorism.
【Keywords】 economic poverty, heterogeneity of terrorism, relative deprivation theory, ide-
ology, counter-terrorism policy
【Authors】 LI Yibin, Associate professor at the Institute for Central Asian Studies and the
School of Politics and International Relations, Lanzhou University; HU Songda, Master􀆳s
student at the School of Politics and International Relations, Lanzhou University.

How Dominant Powers Respond to the Creation of Emerging Institutions? The Status
Disparities of the US in Regional Development Banks
CHEN Yunxuan　 (121)

【Abstract】 The response of dominant powers to the emergence of new institutions has been
a key research question in institutional competition studies. This paper examines the differ-
ences in the participation of the US in three regional development banks: the Asian Devel-
opment Bank, the African Development Bank, and the Inter-American Development Bank.
This study categorizes the US membership in these banks based on formal membership sta-
tus, veto power over key issues, and administrative privileges. The findings reveal that the
institutional creation demands of regional countries and the willingness of the US to regional
economic cooperation form a supply-demand balance over capital in the creation of new in-
stitutions, which jointly shape the types of the US membership in emerging regional devel-
opment banks. Furthermore, when the US forms strategic partnerships with leading economic
powers in a particular region, its dominant membership type in the corresponding regional
development bank adjusts accordingly. The study also shows that international institutional
competition extends beyond rivalries among great powers, and the dominant power does not
always maintain an absolute negotiating advantage. After forming a political consensus, de-
veloping countries can enhance their bargaining power through collective action, reach co-
operation agendas that align with regional preferences, and eventually influence the evolu-
tion and transformation of institutional complexes.
【Keywords】 multilateral development banks, international organizations, institutional com-
petition, international development, foreign aid
【Author】 CHEN Yunxuan, Ph. D. Candidate at the Department of International Relations,
Tsinghua University.
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