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The Anchor: Description and Theoretical Innovation in International Relations Studies

LU Lingyu　 (3)

【Abstract】 Description and explanation are the predominant theoretical forms and research

orientations in international relations studies. Description refers to making statements in

words, with the goal of answering the question of “what it is” . In contrast, explanation aims

to answer the “why” question by exploring the causal relationship between variables. Com-

pared to natural sciences and other social sciences, a notable characteristic of Western in-

ternational relations studies appears to be the tendency to over-explain while under-descri-

bing. This preference is not only attributed to the universal need of human beings to pursue

ontological security, but also a significant legacy of the Behavioral Revolution in political

science in the 1950s. In fact, the ontological status of causality has long been in doubt in

the philosophy of science. In social sciences, causation is essentially subjective, despite

having objective contents. In international relations studies, description offers advantages

over interpretation in terms of theoretical foundation, authenticity, policy relevance, and

communication. The scientific nature of international relations theories lies more in descrip-

tion than in explanation. For Chinese scholars, vigorously developing descriptive theories is

a crucial approach for localizing international relations theories and establishing the inde-

pendent knowledge system in social sciences. Chinese scholars possess a deep historical

awareness and a strong tradition of historiography, which provide them with unique cogni-

tive advantages. These strengths aid in the development of authentic descriptive theories.

Such descriptive theories can stimulate academic debate and promote knowledge growth.

Additionally, they serve as a foundation for interpretative research, significantly enhancing

the authenticity of interpretative theories in the field of international relations studies.
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Beyond Debates: The Identity Construction of American International Relations Dis-

cipline

GU Xiangyu　 YUAN Zhengqing　 (35)

【Abstracts】 The narratives of great debates in international relations theory not only out-

lined the development of the discipline of international relations ( IR), but also reflected

the process by which the American IR community adapted to the global material power shift

from Europe to the United States, completed the identity construction of the American IR

discipline, and eventually facilitated the transfer of intellectual power within the field of IR.

Through the hidden clues in the first two great debates, this article explores how the Ameri-

can IR discipline positioned Europe—primarily Britain—as the “ other” in terms of knowl-

edge, and then recreated the expansion of American social science identity and the transfor-

mation of the “ other” within the IR through debates. In the first great debate, European

immigrant scholars assimilated into the American social science mainstream by reinterpre-

ting the European realist tradition, completed the Americanization of the discipline of IR,

and achieved a transfer of intellectual power from Europe to the United States. In the sec-

ond great debate, the American IR discipline defeated the British school—regarded as the

“historical other” —by employing its own “ scientific” discourse. This resulted in the “de-

Europeanization” and American domination of discursive power in IR. That is, like eco-

nomics and sociology, IR was transformed into “ an American social science”, and the

American IR discipline completed the construction of its identity and the “ coronation” of its

“ hegemony” . Subsequent debates were merely internal discursive games within the Ameri-

can IR discipline.
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States and Industrial Development: The Birth of Industrial Politics
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【Abstract】 Industrial development is crucial to the rise and fall of states and the transfor-

mation of the international landscape. In 2010, as a representative of the state-led develop-

ment model, China ended the United States􀆳 120-year dominance as the world􀆳s leading in-

dustrial power, fundamentally reshaping the landscape of global industrial competition and

reigniting debates over the role of the state in industrial development. The intellectual roots

of these debates can be traced back to early mercantilism. Then in the late 20th century, in

response to the industrial rise of East Asia, political economists revisited the historical expe-

riences of Japan and South Korea. They concluded that the state, as both the policymaker

and implementer of industrial policy, plays a central role in driving industrial development

and economic growth. This insight gave rise to the influential developmental state theory.

Subsequently, the concept of the “national security state” emerged to account for how the

United States, shaped by the Cold War context, leveraged innovation policies to secure

leadership in critical emerging industries. More recently, amid the escalating China-US

economic competition, the notion of the “ economic security state” has surfaced as a new

paradigm for interpreting the United States􀆳 modern industrial statecraft. Together, the theo-

ries of the developmental state and the “ security state” lay the groundwork for the formation

of industrial politics. This academic agenda transcends the traditional industrial economics,

aiming to bring back state capacity and geopolitics to offer a more comprehensive under-

standing of the industrial rise and fall of great powers and transformations of the internation-

al order.
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Impartiality and the Effectiveness of International Mediation
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【Abstract】 There is no consensus in the academic community on why a mediator, who is

an ally of the conflicting parties, can sometimes force the parties to reach an agreement by

either restraining or supporting them, while at other times it struggles to gain the trust of the

conflicting parties and fails to facilitate the signing of an agreement. Though the occurrence

and effectiveness of mediation are voluntary choices made by all involved parties, there is a

strong correlation between the occurrence and effectiveness of mediation. This paper finds

that, though third parties that allied with only one party of the conflict have paid relatively

moderate alliance costs, the possibility of reaching agreements will be restrained by the alli-

ance dilemma. In contrast, other types of third parties, whether allies or non-allies of all

conflicting parties, are more likely to gain their trust or facilitate agreements by threatening

or restraining them. By utilizing data analysis of the Issue Correlates of War ( ICOW) data-

base and a case study of US mediation efforts in the Middle East War during 1967, this arti-

cle reveals that if the third party allied with only one side of the conflict attempts to medi-

ate, it is less likely that the third party will be accepted as a mediator by all conflicting par-

ties. In other words, this type of mediation is less likely to occur. Even if the third party

directly intervenes in the conflict, it is still difficult to persuade all conflicting parties to

reach an agreement at the second stage of mediation. The test results based on the sample

selection model further validate the existence of this mediation mechanism, that is, a third

party that sides with only one party cannot effectively mediate, and agreements initiated by

such a biased mediator are doomed to fail.
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【Abstract】 As a highly strategically sensitive technological practice, armaments coopera-

tion profoundly impacts the military capabilities and security landscapes of participating na-

tions. It also dynamically reshapes military and defense relations between states. With the

new round of technological revolution, led by artificial intelligence, fundamentally restruc-

turing the global political and economic landscape, the complexity and multifaceted nature

of arms cooperation have become increasingly prominent, making it a crucial tool in interna-

tional power competitions. Based on the characteristics of current technological develop-

ment, this article introduces two types of technological expectations: technological sustain-

ment and technological disruption. By analyzing how technological expectations interact with

external pressures, two categories of arms cooperation are identified: One is economic ar-

maments cooperation, which aimed at burden-sharing, economies of scale, and market ex-

pansion; the other is security armaments cooperation that focused on expanding the bounda-

ries of technological resources, establishing technological first-mover advantage, and sha-

ping technological ecosystems. On this basis, an incomplete information static game model

can be used to calculate the conditions for optimal pure strategy choices. To validate the ap-

plicability of the two armaments cooperation logics under different spatiotemporal contexts,

the authors examine the cases of the European Joint Fighter, the US Joint Strike Fighter,

and the recent US defense technology alliances. By exploring the deep-seated interactions

between technology, power, and security, this analysis aims to comprehend the evolving

dynamics of international armaments cooperation and the underlying logic of power contesta-

tion in a complex techno-security environment.
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